
	
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Cycle A

FIRST READING
Hasten and eat.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah				                 			  55:1-32

The Lord says this:
If you come thirsty,
	 come and drink water!
If you don’t have any money,
	 buy food and eat it.
Come and buy wine and milk
	 without paying a cent.
Why waste your money
	 on something less than food?
Why work hard for something
	 that doesn’t satisfy?
Listen carefully to me,
	 and you will enjoy
	 the very best foods.
Listen carefully! Come to me,
	 and you will live.
I will promise you
	 the eternal love and loyalty
	 that I promised David.

The word of the Lord.



	
RESPONSORIAL PSALM						      145:8-9, 15-16
		
	 R. (see 16) You open your hand to feed us, Lord; you answer all our              
			   needs
	
You are merciful, Lord!
You are kind and patient
and always loving.
You are good to everyone,
and you take care
of all your creation.
	
	 R. You open your hand to feed us, Lord; you answer all our needs.

Everyone depends on you,
and when the time is right,
you provide them with food.
By your own hand you satisfy
the desires of all who live.

	 R. You open you hand to feed us, Lord; you answer all our needs.



SECOND READING
Nothing can come between us and the love of God

made visible in Christ Jesus our Lord.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans             			   8:35, 37-39

Brothers and sisters:
Can anything separate us from the love of Christ?
Can trouble, suffering, and hard times,
	 or hunger and nakedness, or danger and death?

In everything we have won more than a victory
	 because of Christ who loves us.

I am sure that nothing can separate us from God’s love – 
	 not life or death, not angels or spirits,
	 not the present or the future,
	 and not powers above or powers below.
Nothing in all creation can separate us from God’s love for us
	 in Christ Jesus our Lord!

The word of the Lord.

ALLELUIA				    Matthew 4:4b   

	 R. Alleluia, alleluia.

No one lives on bread alone,
but every word that comes from the mouth of God.
 
	 R. Alleluia, alleluia.



GOSPEL
They all ate and were satisfied.

† A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew				                       14:13-21

After Jesus heard about John,
	 he crossed Lake Galilee to go to some place
	 where he could be alone.
But the crowds found out and followed him on foot from the towns.
When Jesus got out of the boat, he saw the large crowd.
He felt sorry for them and healed everyone who was sick.

That evening the disciples came to Jesus and said,
“This place is like a desert, and it is already late.
Let the crowds leave,
	 so they can go to the villages and buy some food.”

Jesus replied, “They don’t have to leave.
Why don’t you give them something to eat?”
But they said, “We have only five small loaves of bread and two fish.”

Jesus asked his disciples to bring the food to him,
	 and he told the crowd to sit down on the grass.
Jesus took the five loaves and the two fish.
He looked up toward heaven and blessed the food.
Then he broke the bread and handed it to his disciples,
	 and they gave it to the people.

After everyone had eaten all they wanted,
	 Jesus’ disciples picked up twelve large baskets of leftovers.
There were about five thousand men who ate,
	 not counting the women and children.

The gospel of the Lord



EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Cycle A

Opening Prayer:
Gracious God,
Gifts without measure flow generously from your goodness.
Keep us safe in your love.
In the name of Jesus Christ we pray.
Amen

Readings:
Isaiah 55:1-3
Psalm 145:8-9, 15-16
Romans 8:35, 37-39
Matthew 14:13-21

Opening Reflection:
The theme for today’s Gospel is showing us the remarkable generosity of God and God’s great kind-
ness toward us. When God gives, God gives abundantly. God gives more than we need for ourselves 
that we may have something to share with others, especially those who lack what they need. God 
takes the little we have and multiplies it for the good of others.

Invite the children to brainstorm on times:
- When they needed something, asked for it and received what they requested.
- When someone else came and asked for something from them. How did they respond?
- When they were asked to share something such as an object or maybe food. How did they respond?

Listening to the Word of God
In the Gospel today listen to how God fed those who were hungry with food left over.
Read Matthew 14: 13-21



Scripture Discussion Starters
Jesus wanting the disciples to participate in solving the problem and not just watch. This is not only 
a test of their faith but also a wake-up call to recognize that whatever they are going to do later in 
their ministry will need to be done in reliance on God’s power

Scripture Background
The compassion of Jesus showed the depths of God’s love and concern for all who are truly needy. 
Jesus gave the people the word of God and he healed them physically as well as spiritually. We can 
never intrude upon God nor exhaust God’s generosity and kindness. God is ever ready to give to 
those who earnestly seek him out.

Why did Jesus command his disciples to do what seemed impossible-- to feed such a large and hun-
gry crowd when there were no adequate provisions in sight? Jesus, no doubt wanted to test their 
faith and to teach them to rely upon God for their provision. Jesus’ feeding of the five thousand is 
the only miracle recorded in all four gospels. What is the significance of this miracle? The miraculous 
feeding of such a great multitude pointed to God’s provision of manna in the wilderness for the peo-
ple of Israel under Moses’ leadership. This food foreshadowed the true heavenly bread which Jesus 
would offer his followers. Jesus makes a claim only God can make: He is the true bread of heaven 
that can satisfy the deepest hunger we experience.

Biblical scholars propose another way of understanding this miracle. People who were basically 
strangers shared their food when they saw others hungry. We know that women and children were 
among the people listening to Jesus. Every good mother would have packed food for the day’s 
journey. Most likely the men and children did not pay attention to the detail and in fact left it to the 
women to do. When the crowd of five thousand became hungry Jesus took the five loaves of bread 
and the two fishes and showed the people how to share with one another. When all the people 
shared all their food with each other everyone was fed with leftovers!

Activity
See attached sample activities



Prayers and Intercessions:
Let us pray for the Church, may all people of faith grow in trust that God will satisfy the deepest 
longings of our hearts.

Let us pray for the world, may people everywhere learn to share food, housing, and healthcare with 
those who have nothing.

Let us pray for those in need, may their bodies be filled with food and drink and may their spiritual 
hunger and thirst be filled with God.

Let us pray for [name your parish] faith community, may they hear the cry of the poor and have the
courage and strength to help to the best of their abilities.

Visit From A Boy
Preparation:
Bring to class a colorful sheet and a basket. Wrap the sheet around you as a robe. Hold the basket in 
your hand.

What to Tell Them:
I am going to pretend to be the boy who gave his lunch to Jesus. Can you pretend with me? Speak 
the following with a boy’s voice.

Guess what happened! My mom made a lunch for me and put it in this basket. Then I went to listen 
to Jesus. There was a big crowd. When it was time to go home, everyone was hungry. Jesus told 
His disciples to give us some food. I told Andrew that Jesus could have my lunch. Jesus thanked His 
heavenly Father for it. Then, He broke the bread and fish into lots of pieces. My lunch kept becoming 
more and more food. It was a miracle. Soon, the whole crowd of people had plenty to eat. There was 
even food left over!



Copy this page onto white or colored paper. Cut out wheel on solid line. Have children color 
each picture, or place stickers around the wheel, or glue the wheel onto colored paper. It is 
your choice!

... my God shall supply all your 
needs ... Philippians 4:19

NKJV



AUNT HELEN

Aunt Helen didn’t know what to do.  Today there wasn’t any food for breakfast.  She remembered 
when Jesus fed 5,000 people.  She said, “Heavenly Father, I know You will provide for us.”

Suddenly, there was a knock on the door.  A neighbor stood there with a large jar of pancake batter.  
The neighbor said, “I made too much pancake batter.  Can you use it?”

Aunt Helen said, “Yes, we can.  Thank you.”  

Then Aunt Helen made pancakes.  She said “Heavenly Father, thank You for sending pancake batter.  
You know my children like pancakes.”

God will supply all of your needs, even if He sends a neighbor to bring your mommy some pancake 
batter!

God will supply 
all of your needs



BREAKING BREAD

Preparation:
Bring to class a basket with rolls in it.

What to Tell Them:
Something wonderful happened the day that a little boy gave his small lunch to Jesus. Begin taking 
the rolls out of the basket and breaking them apart.

Jesus thanked God for the food and broke it into pieces.  That small lunch became a lot of food by 
the power of God.  Five thousand families had enough to be full.

Trust in Jesus.  He will do miracles to make sure you have enough to be full.

Jesus brings God’s provision to children



BREAKING BREAD
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Bring to class a basket with rolls in it.

What to Tell Them:
Something wonderful happened the day that a little boy gave his small lunch to Jesus. Begin taking 
the rolls out of the basket and breaking them apart.
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Jesus fed 
many people 
with a boy’s 

lunch



Feeding 5,000 People

Luke 9:10-17, Matthew 14:13-21, Mark 6:30-44, John 6:1-14

1 - Jesus and His twelve disciples go to a deserted place to rest.
Display Water and Sky Scene, Hillside Overlay, Hillside Extension, Tree, Jesus, Andrew (near Jesus), 
Crowd, Men, Wornen, Children.
	 A. All of the people run quickly to where Jesus is.
	 B. Jesus heals everyone who is sick.
	 C. Jesus teaches them the word of God.

2 - The disciples come to Jesus and tell Him to send everyone home, because they are hungry.
	 A. Jesus says, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.”
	 B. Andrew finds a boy who has two fish and five loaves of bread. He brings the boy to
	     Jesus. Add Boy (near Jesus), Lunch Basket (in boy’s hand), Fish, Bread (one Fish and one Bread 	
	     in Jesus’ hands).

3 - Jesus knows that God will provide for them.
	 A. He looks up to heaven and blesses the food.
	 B. Jesus breaks the food into pieces.
	 C. He gives the bread and fish to the disciples who then give it to the people.
	 D. The two fish and five loaves become a lot of food for everyone.

4 - Jesus brings God’s provision to you.
	 A. He wants you to be well fed and healthy.
	 B. He will work a miracle to meet all of your needs.

Children’s Liturgy shared by the Adorers of the Blood of Christ
www.adorers.org


